
COMMUNITY BIBLE FELLOWSHIP 

 

Ministry With Minors Guidelines 
 

 

 

INTRODUCTION 

 

In light of the heightened sensitivity to and widespread occurrence of child abuse in our 

society today, Christians must seek to maintain the highest standards of moral purity possible.  

It is imperative that we exercise spiritual discernment and wisdom as we minister to minors.  

Each child and youth must be treated with respect and dignity.  Every vocational and 

volunteer worker must conduct themselves in a manner that is Christ-honoring and above 

reproach.  The physical, emotional and spiritual well being of each minor must be protected as 

well as the reputation of the Christian and Missionary Alliance denomination and Community 

Bible Fellowship as representatives of Jesus Christ. 

 

SCRIPTURAL STANDARDS 

 

“But among you there must not be even a hint of sexual immorality, or of any kind of 

impurity, or of greed, because these are improper for God’s holy people.” (Ephesians 5:22) 

 

“But if anyone causes one of these little ones who believe in me to sin, it would be better for 

him to have a large millstone hung around his neck and to be drowned in the depths of the 

sea.” (Matthew 18:6) 

 

“Do not rebuke an older man harshly, but exhort him as if he were your father.  Treat younger 

men as brothers, older women as mothers, and younger women as sisters, with absolute 

purity.” (I Timothy 5:1-2) 

 

POLICIES AND PROCEDURES 

 

1.  Screening Staff 

All paid and volunteer workers must complete an Application for Work with Children, Youth 

or Adults and update it each year.  This application will be kept on file in the Church Office.  

Church leaders and coordinators are urged to observe the “six month” rule of thumb – waiting 

until an adult has attended our church for six months before involving them in ministry with 

minors. 

2.  Medical Release Forms 

Adult leaders are responsible for making sure each minor in their care submits a signed 

Medical Consent/Liability Waiver For Minors each ministry year and that a copy of this goes 

with the Chaperone of that child to each church-sponsored event in which he/she participates.  

The original is to be filed in the Church office.  This form verifies medical insurance coverage 

for the student and provides written permission for emergency medical attention from his/her 

parent or guardian.   

 

 

 



 

3.  Event Permission Form 

Adult leaders are also responsible for insuring that a Parental Permission Form listing all 

pertinent details of the event with the signature of the minor’s parent or guardian granting 

permission for their child/youth to participate is in the Chaperone’s possession through-out 

the event, then given to the Church Office to file. It should be kept on file for six months. 

4.  Transportation 

All persons providing transportation as part of a church sponsored event must be at least 21 

years old, properly insured and have a safe driving record. Minors should not ride with other 

minors in connection with a C.B.F. sponsored event without written permission from a parent 

or guardian. 

5.  Adult Supervision of Minors 

Whenever possible the “buddy system” of supervision should be followed. Two adults (or one 

adult and one youth volunteer) should be present during all church programs for children. A 

second adult or youth volunteer must monitor children’s use of the restroom and changing of 

diapers. Adult leaders must be careful to avoid ministering alone with minors for prolonged 

periods of time. 

6.  Incident Reporting 

A complaint of inappropriate behavior or an accusation of sexual or other physical abuse of a 

minor by someone participating in a church program or event must be reported to the leader 

or chaperone of the event as soon as possible. The Elders must be contacted immediately and 

given a written report of the incident within 24 hours (see attached Incident Report Form). 

7.  Physical Contact 

Adult workers must be careful to avoid inappropriate physical contact with minors such as 

extended hugging, kissing, or touching on or near the genitals. Verbal comments of a 

suggestive nature or that focus on minors’ physical attributes are completely unacceptable. 

 

BALANCING LOVE AND DISCRETION 

 

Ultimately issues of integrity and sexual purity cannot be adequately regulated by a set of 

rules. Genuine Christian love needs to be expressed to minors by caring adults. Balancing 

appropriate affection while guarding against potential abuse is no simple task. We pray that 

God will give each adult leader spiritual wisdom as he/she ministers to children and youth at 

all church events. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
(Updated September 2010) 


